
PIRA - Personal Information Research Assistant  
Walkthrough Instructions 

Step 1. Open your web browser and go to http://pira.isrl.uiuc.edu 

Step 2. Register  

Step 2.1. Click on the "Register" button to create a new account 

 

 

Step 2.2. Fill out the registration form 

All fields are required. Your email 
address will also serve as your 
username. Your password (case-
sensitive) must be at least 6 characters 
long.  

Please note that you must read and agree 
to the terms of the Informed Consent 
document before you can register and 
use PIRA. 
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Step 3. Sign in   

 
 
 

Step 4. Select your preferred external information data sources 

Click on the "Data Sources" button in the main menu to see a list of bibliographic databases that are 
available in PIRA. 

 

By default, Google!Scholar (scholar.google.com) and CiteUlike (www.citeulike.org) are 
automatically selected. You can leave the default selection or build your own personal list. For 
example, depending on your research topic, you may prefer to only use specialized data sources like 
CiteSeer.IST (Information & Computer Science – oriented), or you might choose to use only general 
sources like Google!Scholar. To select or deselect an external data source, just simply click the 
“USE” or “DON’T USE” button accordingly. 
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Step 5. Create a new document 

Now PIRA is ready to assist you with your writing assignment. To create a new document, input a 
desired filename into the provided textbox (just below the main menu) and click the “Create” 
button.  
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PIRA will then open a new web page consisting of three parts.  Part 1 is a Text Editor; part 2 is the 
Suggested Search Terms pane and part 3 is the Auto References pane (see screenshot below). To 
get some recommendations from PIRA, just start typing into the text editor pane. 

 

Note: PIRA will save your work at every 3 minutes interval. If at any point you want to revert back 
to or review a recent version of the document you are working on, click on the “Open my archive" 
link on the PIRA default “My Document” opening screen. 

PIRA has been programmed to automatically and continuously suggest new reference sources 
related to the content of your writing. As you add new content, newer suggested references will be 
presented for your consideration and earlier suggested references will be pushed down the list and 
eventually will disappear. To ensure that you don’t miss any potentially relevant references, you 
should periodically glance at the sources suggested by PIRA. 

If you find a potentially useful citation among the sources suggested by PIRA you can temporarily 
lock the citation in the “Auto References” pane by clicking on the checkbox in the front of the 
suggested reference.  Along with temporarily locking the citation, you can also choose from one of 
three other possible actions by clicking on the appropriate icons at the end of each citation: 

   - read the full citation and abstract of the article from the digital library;  

 - open a full-text PDF in a new window if provided by the digital library; 

   - save the citation for use in future sessions.  
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If you decide to save a citation for later use, you will have the option of associating the suggested 
reference with the current document that you are working on or any other (saved) documents in your 
“My Documents” folder.  (To confirm that the citation is saved for later use, you may click on the 
“Saved” button at the top of the Auto References pane, see Screenshot C below).  

 

 
Step 6. Managing your collection of citations 
You can manage your collection of saved citations by clicking on “Saved Citations” from the main 
menu. On that page you can 

• Edit saved citation(s) 
• Search within saved citation(s) 
• Export citation(s) into Bibtex, EndNote, or XML  format 
• Create a new subject group 
• Add citation(s) to a subject group 

 

 

                  (a)                     (b)                          (c) 
 



PIRA - Personal Information Research Assistant  6 

If you have any questions, please contact Anatoliy Gruzd (agruzd2@uiuc.edu) 

This document was created on 3/30/2007 
 

 
Upon your third sign-on to PIRA, you will be asked to complete a brief Evaluative Questionnaire.  
Please be as candid as possible.  Your comments will be use to improve future versions of PIRA. 
After you have completed the questionnaire, you can then proceed onto PIRA as normal.  
 

 
 

You are welcome to come back and use PIRA at anytime for any academic 
writing projects during the duration of this study!!! 

 


